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Local Correspondence


Francisco—Mrs. Henry Frey, Correspondent:  The Y.P.L. of St. John’s church met last week with the Misses Wilma and Thelma Walz in Grass Lake. Those from here who were in attendance were Edward Willy, Christopher Benter and Miss Lemoine Scherer.  As a courtesy to Miss Hazel Wahl, whose marriage will be an event of the near future, Miss Thelma Loveland will entertain at a shower next Saturday.  Walter Kalmbach joined some Grass Lake musicians and broadcast a program from the Jackson station last Wednesday evening. Francisco listeners failed to hear them however.


Munith—Miss Winona Coons, Correspondent—Raymond Hoffman was brought home from the Foote hospital Saturday in an improved condition. W.W. Ford is ill. Edward Southwell, formerly of this place, died in Jackson Friday and was buried in the Harrington cemetery Monday.  Little Robert Hermon had the misfortune to break his arm Monday. Mr. and Mrs. Herman Tisch, Mrs. Henry Hoffman and Mrs. Dan Pickett were in Jackson this week.

   
Mt. Pleasant—Mrs. Alta Vincent, Correspondent:  Anson Updike and Arthur Vincent made a trip to Detroit last week with stock. There is no school this week on account of the teacher, Helen Ferrick, being injured in an automobile accident while on her way to school last Thursday. Several from this vicinity are engaged in “courting” this week. The Updike suit began Monday in Circuit court in Jackson. This suit was brought about to annul the sale of the Sidney Updike farm. The damage suit between Mrs. Haynes and Moses Bracey was called Wednesday. This suit was tried in Justice court and carried to Circuit court. Mrs. Haynes had a field of sweet-corn, squash and pumpkins practically destroyed by hogs.
 
Waterloo—Mrs. Victor Moekel, Correspondent:  Mrs. Victor Moeckel and daughter, Leona, spent Sunday with Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Coulter in Detroit. The A.O.O.G. meeting at the hall was well attended and a good time and a good dinner. Henry Leeke and Ezra Moeckel spent Monday in Jackson.

North Francisco—Fern Fauser, Correspondent: Mr. and Mrs. Erle Notten entertained at their home Sunday evening, Gilbert and Clyde Main, Mr. and Mrs. Philip Fauser and Fern.  Miss Ardea Loveland was in Dundee Sunday. Rev. Fred Ross was an afternoon caller at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Erle Notten Sunday.


North West Grass Lake—Mrs. E. Edward Wahl, Correspondent:  A number of relatives celebrated the birthday of Mrs. Ed. List at her home Sunday. A bountiful pot-luck dinner was served at noon. Mrs. G. Hagaman is suffering from neuritis. Miss Esther Willis left Monday for Detroit where she will again resume her school duties. Friday evening a group of neighbors were invited to the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ed List, the occasion being the latter’s birthday. Progressive pedro was played with prizes being awarded to Mrs. Charles Facey and Fred Taylor. Consolation prizes to Mrs. Ernest Bistle and Gerald Memmer. Light refreshments were served at the conclusion of the games.

South Leoni—Mrs. Wm. Mellott, Correspondent: The Soil Club meeting held at the Cooper School January 10 was attended by seven members. Robert Noon and Raymond Crouch were appointed to attend the next meeting held in Jackson. (Linda Note: I attended Cooper School on S. Portage Road grades K-2. When the country schools were  consolidated, the Lee Road students, Lockwood and Cochrane families, were sent to Grass Lake while the other Cooper School students were sent to Michigan Center.)  Mr. and Mrs. Ben Scott of Ann Arbor, and Nellie Lockwood of Grass Lake, visited at the Clyde Lockwood home on Wednesday. The South Leoni Helping Hand Society will meet with Mrs. John Noon Wednesday. Election of officers will take place. 


Sharon—Mrs. H.R. Davidson, Correspondent: Born, Tuesday, Jan. 17 to Mr. and Mrs. Ray Haselschwerdt, a son. Owing to the bad roads, there is no church at the Irwin school house Sunday. Henry Haselschwerdt had the misfortune to break several ribs this week. Haselschwerdt brothers have received from Chicago 30 of the best feeding cattle that have been in this county for years.


Leoni—Mrs. W.H. Bates, Correspondent: The Ladies Aid Society will meet at the church Thursday, Jan.26. Members of the Ladies Aid Society of the Napoleon M.E. church will be guests of the Leoni society on this date. Jewell and Viva Croad entertained a group of little people at their home east of the village Friday evening. Rev. and Mrs. J.D. Shorney and family, of Jackson, and Mr. and Mrs. Russell Shaw and family, of Stockbridge, were guests at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Porter W. Shaw, Sunday. 

East Grass Lake—Mrs. Frank Abbott, Correspondent: Mr. and Mrs. Frank Abbott and children were Sunday dinner guests of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Wellhoff.  Jay Smith was in Jackson on business Tuesday and called on his brother, Addison, who recently submitted to an operation. Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Trolz entertained the pedro club at their home Thursday evening. Ace prizes were awarded to Mrs. Clarence Trolz and Vern List, while consolation prizes went to Mrs. Mildred Bredernitz and Clarence Trolz.  Mrs. Clarence Eschelbach and Mrs. George Stanley visited Robert Stanley at the hospital Tuesday. It being his birthday he received some nice gifts and a birthday cake.


Dorr District—R. Dean Tisch, Correspondent: Floyd Pardee of Sharon called on the W.H. Tisch home one day last week. W.H. Tisch and family were guests at the R.F. Goldsmith home near Wolf lake Sunday, Mrs. Tisch returning with them. Allen Nickloy spent Saturday with R. Dean and Rozelle Tisch.

Community Doings of 44 Years Ago—Items published herewith are just as they appeared in The News, Jan. 17, 1884.
     
A new bank has been opened in Jackson with a capital of $100,000. It is called the Union bank, and will have a savings department.


Every one interested in music should go to town hall tomorrow evening and help organize a musical society. 


Three or four of the fastest horses in town were out Monday speeding up and down Main street, attracting quite large crowds.


Horse distemper is in the neighborhood which does not miss many young and attacks lots of older ones. George E. Davis of Sylvan, has only one horse that he can use out of 12.

Mrs. Mary Ann Burchard, of Sylvan, has been very sick for over a week with inflammation of the lungs. Dr. Chapin of Grass Lake is now attending her and hopes for the better are entertained.


James Odell was hurt quite badly Monday morning by being tipped over with a load of hay. He struck on his head and shoulder, loosening three front teeth and otherwise bruising him.

A.B. Merriman returned from his trip to Iowa in less than a week from the time he started. He was there during the terrible cold weather the first of the month with the temperature down to 25 below zero, which did not tend to impress him very favorable with that state.


The lyceum at Francisco is pronounced a decided success. The school house was filled to its utmost capacity last Thursday evening. The subject under debate was: “Resolved, That the tariff on railroads should be governed by Congress.” The question was very well handled on both sides, Affirmative and Negative. A competent jury of three decided that the negatives had the best argument. A short intermission followed, after which the audience was favored with some fine music, recitation, etc. The meeting was then adjourned for one week all going home feeling that they had been highly entertained.

Here & There in Grass Lake (1928)


Spring like weather prevailed during the early part of this week. The weather thus far has been unusually mild for January.


There is some concern over the ice situation. In but a few instances has any ice been harvested, and unless there is a period of freezing weather the crop of natural ice is going to be short.


A Soils club is to be organized in Grass Lake at a meeting at the home of Harold Clark this Thursday evening. County Agent, R.E. Decker, has been asked to be present to assist the organization.


On Monday the ground was a glaring sheet of ice which made both feet and automobile traffic hazardous. Numerous automobile accidents were reported due to skidding.


There was a fair attendance at the dance given at Wolfe’s hall last Saturday evening and another dance will be given the evening of Saturday, Jan. 28. If the parties can be made a financial success it is planned to hold them every two weeks during the winter months.


Several real estate transfers have been made in this vicinity recently. Melvin Henderson has sold his farm. Mrs. Ella Marquedant, who sold her farm some time ago, has purchased the Ed Andrews farm. The William Allen place in the east part of the village has been sold.


The News will begin publication next week of two very interesting serial stories, “The Bat”, and “The Return of Anthony Trent.” 


Organization of a women’s volley ball team was perfected at a meeting at the new school building Tuesday evening. Sixteen women attending the meeting, officers were elected as follows: President, Miss Zita Foster; secretary-treasurer, Mrs. Charles H. Tibbetts. It is hoped to increase the membership to 30.

Dr. G.W. Palmer, of Chelsea, received fatal injuries last Thursday morning when an automobile in which he and his wife were riding was struck by a car driven by Dr. W.L. Foust, of Grass Lake, the accident occurring near the Francisco road on U.S. 12. Dr. Foust narrowly escaped death when his car turned over in the ditch and burned, the machine being in flames as he extricated himself from the wreckage. The accident was due to wet pavement. Dr. Palmer died in a hospital at Ann Arbor.

 
J.M. Fuller reports a sale of a Radiola to Floyd Mellencamp.


A large German carp was speared by Lewis Frinkle, of Munith, Monday in Big Portage lake. The fish measured three feet in length, was a foot wide and weighed 21 lbs.


Kimball Smith, who has been in ill health for some time, was removed to a hospital in Jackson. He is suffering from gangrene in his leg. Mr. Smith fractured his hip a number of months ago.


Thursday marked the 78th anniversary of the birth of Mrs. Susan Murray. Her daughter, Mrs. G.W. Gutekunst, and her niece, Mrs. Frances Moon, entertained a company of old friends and neighbors in her honor at the home of her daughter. In the ages of the eight guests and the honor guest, 650 years of wisdom and experience was represented.

Attention: Ex-service men! Meeting every second and fourth Monday each month. Anthony Steble Post, No. 252. Ray C. Hickman, Post Adjutant.


The Close school district of Grass Lake has been invited to be present at the Cooper school supper which will be held Friday evening, Jan. 27. Mr. Prine, county school commissioner, has been extended an invitation.


Leoni—At a meeting held at the church preceding the regular service Sunday, evening plans were made to hold a church school at 6:30 p.m. Sundays. Officers elected are as follows: Supt., Mrs. R.F. Wiedeman; ass’t supt., Mrs. Clyde King; secretary, Mrs. A.A. Parrott; Ass’t secretary, James Sponsler; treasurer, Miss Edith Schafer; organist, Mrs. Joseph Schafer. 

Francisco—As a compliment to Miss Hazel Wahl, who will soon become the bride of Eldon Katz of Waterloo, Miss Thelma Loveland entertained the ladies of Salem M.E. church and a number of friends of Miss Wahl at a shower Saturday at the Loveland home, north of town. The affair was most delightful and Miss Wahl received many gifts which she acknowledged in her graceful and charming manner. A pot-luck supper was served and Miss Loveland was assisted in the entertainment by her mother, Mrs. Leonard Loveland and her sister, Miss Ardea Loveland.


Several fine catches of pickerel and pike have been made in Grass Lake the past week. Samuel Hoopingarner landed a pickerel which weighed 8 ½ pounds; Clayton Jones captured one which weighed 14 pounds and was 39 inches long, while William Myers came trailing up from the lake Tuesday afternoon with one which weighed 10 pounds. Cold weather of the past few days has thickened the ice and makes fishing ideal.
Grass Lake Fire Loss in 1927--$60

Fire losses in the village of Grass Lake during the year 1927 totaled approximately $60, according to a report compiled by the officials of the fire department and the value for the property thus endangered was $75,000. The report speaks well for the volunteer fire department of the village. The men responded to five alarms within the village during the year but due to the timely arrival and quick action of the department the loss was kept at a very low figure.


The department responded to seven calls outside the village, the value of the property endangered being estimated at $33,000. Necessarily the loss in the rural community was much heavier than would be the case where the department had a short run to make, the amount of the damage resulting to rural property owners was approximately $11,000. The fire on the Raymond farm and the fire at Leoni made up the bulk of the loss in the rural district.
Jackson Man Heads Grass Lake Gun Club, January 26, 1928

J. Wheeler Haynes, of Jackson, was elected president of the Grass Lake Rifle Club at the annual meeting of that organization held at the Derby hotel in this village last Thursday afternoon. H.H. Raby, of Norvell, was chosen secretary and George Wolfe, of Grass Lake, treasurer.


A series of competitive rifle matches will be held during the coming year as in the year recently closed. Four prizes, of a total value of $30, will be offered. The prize of $10, offered by Dr. J.E. Munro, of Jackson, and Mr. Raby to the first member of the club shooting a perfect score in a competitive match was increased to $20, making a total prize list of $50.


Andrew Palmi, Jackson photographer, renewed his offer of a gold medal for the member having the highest average score for the season in the competition. The medal last season was won by Dr. Munro, whose average was a fraction better than 94. Mr. Palmi also will give a silver medal for second high average and a bronze medal for third.


Matches this season will be governed by the same rules as have existed in the past, it was decided, except that ties will be shot off instead of decided by the string measure system.


Two new rifle rulings were made, one being that the sight radius shall not be more than 37 inches and the other that guns shall not be weighted to exceed that established by the manufacturer. Matches omitted through absence shall be made up at the first shoot attended thereafter, or forfeited.


Competitive shooting will start March 1, but in the meantime there will be a practice match or two. On Feb. 2, there will be a stunt shoot, in which prizes will be given on a percentage basis, governed by the amount of entrance fees and number of bulls eyes made out of 50 shots.

Community Doings of 44 Years Ago --  January 24, 1884


Where are the prophets who predicted a light winter?  A snow storm from the northeast prevailed all day yesterday, accompanied by heavy wind.


The Stockbridge Sentinel says one carload per day has been the recent average of wheat shipments from that village.


The famous Union Square Uncle Tom’s Cabin company will present that ever popular drama at the Town Hall in Grass Lake next Monday evening. Of course everybody will go to Uncle Tom’s Cabin.


G. R. Malone, of Big Rapids, an able and eloquent temperance speaker, will address the people of Grass Lake on the subject of prohibition at Town Hall on Saturday evening, Jan. 26th, 1884. The public is earnestly invited.


The local hardware stores of Geo. B. Kellogg and Shaler & Christman are about to be merged into one establishment. The new firm will be Kellogg & Shaler, and the stock of Shaler & Christmas will be transferred to Mr. Kellogg’s store. Mr. Christmas will be retained as tinner for the new firm.

Our readers will be glad to learn that Miss Mary A. Cadwell, who has been confined to her bed for the past three years is rapidly improving under the treatment of Mrs. Dr. Crawford of Jackson. It is about six weeks since Miss Cadwell was removed to Jackson, on a bed, and her recovery has been so rapid that she is now able to ride out almost daily.


Mrs. Wooster, who lived about four miles east of Francisco, met with a sudden and horrible death Jan. 17th, being struck by the five o’clock express going east. She had been partially insane for some time, and it is thought she was not in her right mind at the time of the accident, as she paid no heed to the approaching train. She was put aboard the train and taken to Chelsea. She was buried in the German cemetery.


The last few days have been a season of sickness and sorrow at Napoleon, as we are informed by Dr. A.P. Morris, of that village. On Friday last Mrs. Hackett died and was buried on Sunday and Mr. Hackett is lying very ill. On Sunday Mrs. Ben Smith, a lady of about 60 years of age, died very suddenly. She arose and prepared the morning meal, and before noon was cold in death. Postmaster Rogers is lying very ill and is not expected to live. Whether consumption or heart disease is the malady is difficult to determine.


A bold robbery took place in our village last Friday night, the victim being our worthy townsman, H.H. Ford. The thief, or thieves, gained entrance to Mr. Ford’s store and express office by removing a pane of glass from the door, which enabled them to reach in and unlock the door on the inside without difficulty. This done it took but a moment to pass through to the back room in which Mr. Ford was sleeping, snatch his pants from the bed post, retreat to the front room, secure the contents, and get away. The robbery was not discovered till Mr. Ford got up in the morning and missed his pants, which he found near the door in the front room. The villain took every cent Mr. Ford had, about $250, a portion of which was express money. The amount had been accumulated gradually by strict economy and hard work, and the loss is a severe one, coming as it does in the middle of the winter. Everyone is sorry and sympathetic with them, but of course, that alone will not make the loss any less severe. Mrs. Ford was absent from home at the time of the robbery. No clue yet to the thieves.

The Little Magnet, Devoted to a Review of the Activities of Grass Lake Schools. 

Jan. 26, 1928


New Course Offered—The new business arithmetic course will be a practical business course to Juniors and Seniors. As the latter are about to go out into a business world, it is felt that they need a knowledge of business methods. The importance of this subject cannot be over estimated either for its practical value or as a means of arousing the interest of pupils in the work as a whole.


Basketball News—The Grass Lake Celtics went to Michigan Center to play the Reserve team of that place. They were victorious 24 to 7. Lockwood with 14 points was high point man, being fed the ball consistently by O’Connor and Zick. The defense of the Celtics was good. Thursday night the Celtics again play the local Scouts. (Linda note: Notice, the school team is called the “Celtics”. When did they become the “Warriors”? My dad, Lewis, who graduated in 1931, said that he played on the “reserve” team. Or was this my Uncle Leon Lockwood, who was two years older?)


Grade News—Flora List, Esther Willis and Mrs. Ernest Kohn visited the third and fourth grades recently. George Kerner has returned to school after a week’s illness. Miss Archie Lie Dickson, of Chicago, gave some very helpful demonstration lessons on Palmer Penmanship in the elementary grades. Leota, Paul and Oakley Radabaugh were out of school Thursday and Friday on account of the severe weather. The gymnasium classes for the grades are getting well organized under the leadership of Miss Mulvany and the children are deriving much pleasure thereby. When the first and second grades sold popcorn, fudge and apples on Tuesday, the sum of $7.39 was taken in. The little children are very proud of making more money than any of the other grades. 


Grass Lake Has Hard Game—On Friday night of last week Grass Lake and Michigan Center clashed on our local floor. Although Michigan Center has one of the best teams in the county, the Lakers gave them a very hard fight. The half ended with a 4 to 5 score. Grass Lake came back on the floor after the half confident of a victory, but was outplayed . Immediately after the whistle blew, Willis scored two points, making the score 5 to 6 in Grass Lake’s favor. But after that the Lakers seemed to weaken and the game ended with a 6 to 17 score. Beemer and Willis were the scorers, many free shots being missed. In every game the Lakers use their entire strength in the first half and are lost the latter part of the game. (Note: I am confused. The reserves are called Celtics, but the lead team are the Lakers?)

Final Semester Exams—“Of all sad words of tongue or pen, the saddest are: Exams again!”  Exams from January 31-February 3: (Tues) English I, History III, Commercial Geography, General Science, History II. (Wednesday) Geometry, History IV, English II, Algebra, Economics. (Thursday) Civics, English III, Chemistry, English IV, Physics, Latin I. (Friday) Biology, Latin II, Library Administration.  


Rules Concerning Examinations: 1. All examinations must be written in ink except mathematical exams. 2. No articles such as erasers, blotters, etc. may be borrowed during the examinations.  3. Examinations must be written in Blue Books.  4. Students may write from 9 to 12 and from 1 to 4.  5. All examinations are compulsory.  Caution: Be sure you know when such and such an examination is and the room in which it is held.

Chemistry Teacher—“How are matches made?”  Bright Senior—“Matches are made in heaven. I don’t know how.”
