1928 JUNE

The Grass Lake News

58th Commencement of the Grass Lake High School


Thursday, June 21, is the date set for the 58th Commencement ceremonies in Grass Lake High School. The address this year will be given by Dr. Ernest Burnham, director of rural education in Western State Teacher’s College at Kalamazoo.


The following is the program for Commencement:

Processional
-
Ethel Cowden

Invocation
-
Rev. E.C. Stringer

Song

-
“Pippa’s Song”, Browning, Girl’s Sextette

Address
-
Dr. Ernest Burnham

Song

-
“One Grand Sweet Song”, King, Girl’s Sextette

Presentation of Diplomas

Benediction
-
Rev. E. Engelman

Recessional
-
Ethel Cowden


The following is a list of the ten graduates: Constance Worden, Della Carter, Odessa Gutekunst, Eleanor Helm, Wesley Shaw, Wilma Walz, Grace Craft, Harriet Hamill, Lela Hoopingarner, Seymore Smith.


Class officers are: President, Wesley Shaw; Vice-president, Della Carter; Secretary, Harriet Hamill; Treasurer, Grace Craft.


The class motto is: “We Have Reached the Bay. Before us lies the Ocean.” The class colors are green and white and the class flower is white rose bud.

The annual school picnic will take place this year on Thursday, June 21, as an all-school affair. A program has been arranged for by a teachers’ committee and it is hoped to make the picnic more successful by including the entire school. Parents and patrons of the school are invited to attend. All are asked to bring a basket and give your name to any of the teachers before Tuesday, June 20.

Friday, June 22, ends the school year and Senior Week. On Friday night the Alumni Association plans their regular entertainment which comes every two years. Plans have not been completed as yet for the event.

Our New Graduates   -    June 14, 1928


Each year we have the pleasure of welcoming into business and social life a new group of young folks who have just completed their high school education.



Those graduates bring into active being an added impetus, a new life force that carries onward with force that none can deny the business and social activities of the community.


Each line of endeavor into which this new energy is injected feels the onward urge and in the strides of progress made, shows the great value to the community at large which this vital force brings.


Youth power, as exemplified by the new graduates from the Grass Lake schools, is the basic hope of this community’s future growth and prosperity.

Fertilizers Show Profits In State – Grass Lake News, June 14, 1928

Methods which have produced a profit of $65 per acre from the use of lime, fertilizers, and green manure on poor soils will be explained by members of the Michigan State College Soils Department on Friday, June 22, 1928, at the Cass County Farm.


Upon this farm, located two and one-half miles southwest of Cassopolis, are more than 150 plots which have been used to test the different means of increasing soil fertility. The experimental work has been carried on for 12 years.


 It has also been found that the use of lime and green manure has returned a profit of $58 per acre in the time that the trials have been conducted. The value of the crops on the fertilized plots is compared with that on untreated plots and the cost of the application of lime or fertilizer is subtracted from the difference to compute the profits obtained from the treatment.


The results from the use of lime and phosphate fertilizers are the most striking, but all classes of fertilizers have been tried and visitors will be able to judge for themselves what the use of the materials has accomplished.


Another series of fertilizer trials will be inspected on the R.V. Tanner farm, in Henrietta township, Jackson county, June 29; and still a third series at Mancelona, Antrim county, during the latter part of July.

Plan New Features For Farmer’s Day  -  June 14, 1928

The “Combine”, labor saving development in the farm machinery field which handles harvesting and threshing in the same operation, will be seen at work under actual field conditions as one of the features of Farmer’s Day at M.S.C. on July 27, according to plans of the college authorities.

Inspection of hundreds of acres of experimental work on the college farm with the “Combine” demonstration as the high light, will occupy the morning of the day. The experiments and test work will cover farm crops, soils, horticulture, poultry, livestock—in fact, all the standard work of the extensive college experiment stations.


A new type of entertainment is also under consideration for the afternoon meeting, according to tentative plans of the Farmer’s Day committee. Historical pageants, tracing the early development of the agriculture of Michigan, are being planned to supplement the music and speaking programs.

Community News -  June 1884

Charles Pierce, of Jackson, has bought the Cornelius Soper farm of 424 acres, situated near Grass Lake. Price paid, $10,000.


Tramps are getting bold and troublesome in Waterloo village. Widow Soper was scared by them yesterday by their hanging around and ordering her to cook them a square meal. Five or six of them went to Musbach’s and the good woman fed them all she had in her larder, and then they arose and wanted milk to drink. 


The law now requires path masters to plant at least 40 trees, 60 feet apart, along the highway in their respective districts each year, until all roads are provided with ample shade.


C.L. Rogers, of Leoni, is very successful in raising strawberries and will market over one hundred bushels this year. He cultivates the Bidwell, Cumberland, Triumph, Wilson and Duchess varieties.


The new barn on Justice Peckin’s farm west of town was raised last Wednesday and Fred Palmer is pushing work on it, expecting to have it completed in a week or ten days. Dimensions 30 x 60.


The following took part in the high school commencement program for 1884: Minnie Dibble, Lewis Remington, F.E. Palmer, Frank Hellier, Cora Bush, Sarah Taylor, Willie Dibble, Fannie Mattison, Hermie Malnight, Carrie Lord, C.H. Pease, Arthur Clark, W.E. Patchin and E.J. Longyear.

The wool market in Grass Lake opens up brisk and farmers are selling quite freely, 25 cents being paid for the best. Parsons & Van Houten and Smith & Lord are the buyers. About 35,000 lbs. had been brought up to Tuesday evening, which will probably be increased to 50,000 lbs. by Saturday night.

D.L. Ball reports that his hired man, a genuine son of Erin, fresh from the “old country” and not familiar with Michigan “varmints”, came across a large snake while cradling wheat, which he kicked out of the way. He reported the fact to Mr. Ball, saying he had found a honeycombed snake with a tail petrified honeycomb fashion. On investigation, Mr. Ball found a mammoth massauga with 11 rattles, which he killed.


While trying to “catch on” a western bound freight train last Thursday afternoon, Bertie Dowling, a lad about 10 years old, missed his hold in some way and fell to the ground so close to the track that his right arm got under the wheels and was crushed in a terrible manner clear to the shoulder, indicating that several cars passed over it. Although the accident occurred at the Lake street crossing, no one saw it but some little boys who were with him, who gave the alarm.
Mrs. Fred Mallon Is Killed in Accident  -  June 1928


Mrs. Fred Mallon, a former resident of Grass Lake, died in a hospital at Ft. Wayne, Ind., from injuries received Sunday, June 3, when an automobile in which she was riding with her three daughters was struck by a motorcycle. Word of the accident was received by Mrs. Frank Mallon, of Grass Lake, who left immediately for Ft. Wayne. Mr. and Mrs. Fred Mallon were residents of Grass Lake a number of years, Mr. Mallon being employed as a telegraph operator in the local office. Mr. Mallon has been a patient in a hospital in Richmond for nine years and Mrs. Mallon has resided at LaOtto, Ind. There are five children, the eldest, Laura, having resided with her grandmother, Mrs. Frank Mallon, of Grass Lake, for a number of years and graduating from the local high school two years ago. Another daughter, Frona, attended school in Grass Lake until she reached the junior grades. The funeral was held June 8 in Indiana.

Early Morning Fire Destroys Farm House – June 1928

Fire destroyed the farm house of Don Hammond and Albert Hoch, two miles west of Grass Lake Monday morning and although the Grass Lake fire department was summoned to the scene the blaze had gained such headway that it was impossible to save the building. Just where the fire started is not definitely known. Mrs. Hoch, who is the daughter of Mrs. Hammond, had arisen to build a fire in the kitchen range and had returned to her bedroom to finish dressing. Upon her return to the kitchen she found that part of the building in a mass of flames. She quickly aroused the other members of the family and a call was sent to the fire department. The blaze spread so rapidly that it was possible to save only a part of the household goods. The loss is partly covered by insurance.
Local News, or Gossip  -  June 1928


Leoni—At the annual school meeting held on Monday evening, P.L. Kinney was re-elected to the office of moderator for a term of three years. Mr. Kinney has very ably served as a member of the district board for the past 12 years.  The farm residence of Don Hammond, one mile east of the village on the Updike road, was destroyed by fire.


North West Grass Lake—Mr. and Mrs. Gale Willis, of Jackson, were guests of their parents, Mr. and Mrs. P.S. Willis.  Lyle and Wayne Wolfinger were guests of their uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Beemer over the week-end. The annual school of District No. 2 was held Monday evening. Mrs. Will Quigley being re-elected treasurer for another three years.


North Francisco—The union meeting of the Francisco and Salem M.E. Church Epworth Leagues was well attended. Harley and Dale Loveland attended the eighth grade commencement exercises held in Ann Arbor Saturday.


Village Notice—Persons wishing to use calcium chloride on the street in front of their homes, may present to the Grass Lake Village Council, receipted bills for the cost of the material used, and receive a refund of one-half the amount of the bill.


The Grass Lake station of the Ebling Creamery Company is being repainted.

Poke shoots are delicious when carefully cooked. To lessen the slight astringency of flavor, discard the first water after cooking five minutes, and continue cooking in fresh boiling water. Serve like asparagus with butter and seasoning of salt and pepper.


Miss Alice Shelly, who attended U. of M., Ann Arbor, is home for the summer.


Francis Zick, son of Mrs. Belle Zick, who has been attending the University of Virginia, is home for the summer.


Miss Helen Drake, who is studying at the Foote Hospital, Jackson, spent the weekend with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. W.H. Drake.


Mrs. Herman Hart, residing south of Grass Lake, is confined to her bed by injuries received when she fell down stairs, injuring her ankle. No broken bones.


Messrs. Roy Taylor, W.M. McCumsey, William Shelly and Harry Middlebrook were in Detroit Tuesday and while there attended the ball game.


Born Sunday, June 10, to Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Anderson, a son, Allen Stanley. Mrs. Anderson was formerly Miss Florence Klingler, of Grass Lake.


East Grass Lake—Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Robinson and family, Mr. and Mrs. Walter D. Rowe, Mrs. Inez McGee and daughter Nellie, and son George, motored to Detroit Saturday. Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Clark and family, of Ypsilanti, have moved on the Godferson house on the Lammer’s farm.

From the school’s “The Little Magnet”—Freshman Project, story continued from last week’s paper. (Note: I don’t have a copy of the previous week’s GLNEWS. I also wonder if my father, freshman Lewis Lockwood, a future pilot, would have been on one of the flights. And, does anyone know where this field was located? I am not sure of the accuracy, “Lu-The’s flying field”, but that is how it is spelled in the article from 1928.)


“On our flights we viewed Michigan Center, part of Jackson and the outskirts of Grass Lake. Some took special trips over their old hometown. Those taking the second flights were Dorothy Hustler, Frederick Carter and Clarence Hagadon. On Frederick Carter’s and Clarence Hagadon’s second flights they dropped a message and if the finder makes it known to the freshmen they will be grateful.


We then journeyed to Gillett’s lake where we enjoyed a pot luck supper. Our guests were Mr. Clothier, the pilot, and his mechanic, Mr. Dunham, and our science teacher, Mr. Hagle, who was chaperone on our expedition.


After such an experience we came back to school the next day to settle back into general routine of school life thinking we knew quite a bit about flying, but on further consideration we find that there is more to know than could be possibly learned in one evening and perhaps we will take another trip to the flying field for we enjoyed the first trip.


If you have never gone up in an aeroplane or wish to go again, we, the freshmen, urge you to try Lu-The’s flying field because we recommend their flying as safe, enjoyable and educational.  


Samples of the various products manufactured by the Keystone Manufacturing Company, of Grass Lake, maker of various cement products, are being attractively displayed in an out door exhibit on land owned by the company just west of the Maurer Garage.


Apparently the residents of Norvell take a personal pride in their community if one is to judge from the beautiful appearance of the homes. The streets are shaded by beautiful trees, many homes are newly painted and the decorators have been exceedingly busy this spring.


Last Sunday Rev. Schnider, of Napoleon, brought a surprise to Mt. Pleasant church in the form of a real honest-to-goodness missionary from China, also a young Chinese lady, one of her former pupils, who is now attending Albion College. Both gave an interesting talk on missionary work and on the climate and the customs of the Chinese people. Miss Chen is an accomplished musician and her voice has the soft richness of the Orient.
