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Leoni Couple Married 61 Years  May 3 1928


Henry F. Campbell and his wife, Mary Jane Campbell, are numbered among the pioneers of Leoni. Mr. Campbell was 84 years old March 5, and his wife was 77 on Jan. 19. The span of their married life is greater than the length of life of most persons for they celebrated their 61st wedding anniversary on Jan. 22 of this year. Mr. and Mrs. Campbell came to Grass Lake in 1881 and for many years Mr. Campbell was employed in the blacksmith shop of John Askew. Later he was with C.B. Rogers in the blacksmith business. At one time he and his son, William Campbell, who lives in Grass Lake, conducted a blacksmith shop, this being prior to the time that the automobile and truck seriously curtailed the business of the smithy.


At present Mr. and Mrs. Campbell reside in Leoni. Both enjoy the best of health and look forward to many more years together. They have six children: Jack of Toledo; George of Jackson; Thomas at home; William of Grass Lake; and Mrs. Harold Sponsler of Leoni.

E.J. Foster Buys Carleton Property     May 3, 1928

Announcement of the purchase of the property immediately east of the present Foster Annex from the estate of the late Mary Carleton was made Wednesday by the E.J. Foster Company and it is stated that immediate steps will be taken to remodel the structure for the use of the firm.

Three times during the past year the Company has been compelled to increase its floor space to accommodate its rapidly growing furniture business and still further increases in floor space are prospect before the close of the year.


Mr. Foster stated Thursday that a modern front would be placed on the building just purchased and it would otherwise be improved. Work will be started immediately so that the structure can be placed in use at the earliest possible moment.


Probably no furniture company in southern Michigan is better known than the E.J. Foster Company, its business by no mans being confined to the community. Its growth has been so rapid that display and storage space has not kept pace with the increase.

Here and There/Personal Mention  --  May 3, 1928


A painting epidemic has broken out in the business district, the fronts of many being resplendent in a new coat.


A new Ford Tudor has been purchased by Edmund Robinson by the Palmer-Rowe company of Grass Lake, Ford dealer,


A carload of Jersey cattle, 32 in number, were unloaded in Grass Lake Thursday morning and driven to the John W. Knight farm. The animals were shipped from Missouri. 


A petition is being signed locally asking that a fish hatchery be established in Jackson county. It is pointed out that because of the many lakes and streams this county is ideally located for a hatchery. The petition is at the Derby Hotel.


Laban Parsons, of Detroit, formerly of Grass Lake township where he resided south of Gray Towers, died Wednesday night following a stroke of paralysis suffered a week ago. He was 80 years old and had many friends among the older residents of this community. He was the brother-in-law of Mrs. Abigale Dibble.


Approximately 7,000 perch were planted in Grass Lake Thursday morning by W.B. Hughes, Michigan Central freight agent. The consignment was received from the hatchery at Benton Harbor and was to be received by two Munith men. However, it was impossible to hold the fish and notify the persons to whom they were consigned so Mr. Hughes placed them in the local lake.

Many birds are nesting now and within a few weeks their helpless young will be learning to fly. One of the greatest enemies of the bird is the cat. Bird lovers urge that owners of cats keep the animals under surveillance during the next few weeks, or until the nesting season of the birds is passed. Grass Lake is fortunate in having within its boundaries thousands of little feathered friends and they should have every protection.


Reana Sibson, Mildred Karns, Nellie Kerner, Hazel McClure, Ruby Crafts, Edna Butterfield and Esther Clark were taken to the woods near the village last Sunday by Mrs. Harold Clark to gather May flowers.

John L. Scholfield, a well known resident of Grass Lake township died at Foote hospital Monday evening following a long illness, aged 67 years. There survive a widow and four daughters: Mrs. Blance Hazen and Mrs. Bonnie Cook of Lima, Ohio; Madge Scholfield of Jackson; also three sons: Harry at home, Gerald and Kester of Jackson; and two brothers George and Charles of Lima. The man  was taken by to Gildersleeve chapel and on Wednesday sent to Lima, Ohio for burial.


South Leoni—Mr. and Mrs. William Lockwood called on the latter’s sister, Mrs. Maude Green, last week. Mrs. Clyde Lockwood is on the sick list and is being tended to by her mother-in-law, Mrs. Nellie Lockwood.

Dorr District—Allen Nickloy was one of the lucky ones to receive a certificate of achievement in spelling at Chelsea Saturday, and is chosen from the Irwin school of the eighth grade to go to Ann Arbor to see if he can win the gold medal of Washtenaw county. 


A pet lamb on the farm of Maurice Hammond was killed in an unusual manner Tuesday of this week when three turkey buzzards seized the animal which weighed more than 20 pounds. They picked his eyes out and killed it before Mr. Hammond could arrive at the scene and frighten the birds away.

Found—On U.S. 12 automobile tire. Owner may have same by paying for this ad. H.F. Updike, Grass Lake.


For Sale—Thoroughbred Shepherd-Collie puppies. Will make excellent farm dogs. Mrs. E. Wahl. Phone 7713.


Wanted—Fences to build, all kinds. 20 years experience. W.H. Tisch.


School News—The improvements that have been made in our library this year have been due to the efforts of the Library Administration Class. This class was organized for the purpose of cataloging and reorganizing our library. The work in book mending has increased the value of our library approximately $100. The class will make additional improvements suggested by Miss Bement. Members of the class are as follows: Grace Craft, Wilma Walz, Della Carter, Odessa Gutekunst, Helen Rutledge, Wilma Shelly, Catherine McLean. There are plans for a Library Administration class next year which will include some work in book reviews.
 Community Doings 44 Years Ago --  May 1884

About a dozen young maples were set in the M.E. church yard last Saturday.


“Bonaparte Third”, owned by L.B. Lawrence, of Sharon, sheared last Friday 36 pounds 11 ounces.


A very pleasant time was held at Mrs. Milton Taylor’s rag bee, many pounds of rags being sewed by the ladies. Dinner and tea was served to about 25. 


Elmer Bowers of South Sharon recently had a tussle with a buzzsaw while sawing pickets on the John Robinson farm, and came out second best with his fingers badly hurt.


The Greenback county convention was held at Jackson last Saturday. Delegates were chosen to the State convention and a county committee appointed. Among the delegates we notice the name of Paul Boyington of Leoni.

Clarke-Corwin—Married at the bride’s home in this village Wednesday forenoon, April 30th, by Rev. R. Woodhams, Dr. H.L. Clarke of Fremont, Ohio, and Miss Allie E. Corwin of Grass Lake. On account of the illness of the bride’s mother, the wedding was a quiet one, only the relatives and a few very dear friends being present.


Henry Townsend, of Sharon, died April 27th from cancer of the stomach.


The electric lights were set in operation for the first time in Jackson, Friday night.


The Enterprise says the cows will bite the grass off short in the streets this summer, which means that Manchester cows will run at large.

The May Basket nuisance is now in full blast and most people are thoroughly disgusted with it as it is carried on in this town. If the door bells go through the siege all right they will stand most anything.


There were 44 sheep on exhibition at the third annual sheep shearing festival of the Grass Lake Sheep Breeders and Wool Growers’ Association at the Lake House barn Saturday last. The sheep were exhibited by the following breeders: M.H. Raymond, 11; C.C. Dorr, 10; James H. Hood, 8; J.W. Lea, 5; O.F. Pease, 3; J.P. Dean, Napoleon, 6; Brower and Berger. Dr. Raymond’s7-year-old ram, Trophy, sheared 26 pounds, the heaviest fleece taken off.


E.W. Cowden shipped a carload of potatoes to Saginaw this week, paying 25 to 30 cents a bushel.


John A. Waltz has bought the general store of goods of Fred Siegfried at Waterloo village and will hereafter run the store there.


Fence slats and sawdust for sale cheap at Bowen’s mill.


The fourth child of Myron Pierce, of Sharon, died of diphtheria last Friday.


Quite cold again, and those who took down all their stoves look blue. It is safe to keep a stove up all year in Michigan.


P. Ray has a monstrosity in the shape of a two legged colt, two days old. Its hind legs are perfect, but no forward legs appear.


Mrs. Anson Updike, who has been so seriously sick and suffered for the past two weeks with embolism of the artery of the right arm, is improving with fair prospects for recovery.


Thomas Mayatt, of Blackman, is believed to be the oldest man in Jackson county. He was born in 1790 and heard the bells toll when Washington died in 1799. The old gentleman is in good health, and is in the habit of performing manual labor daily. It is not uncommon for him to walk a mile to Sabbath school and return without feeling fatigue.

Local & Personal Mention     --   May 1928


A fine new home is to be built on the Walter and Oscar Schittenhelm farm, four miles northeast of Grass Lake. Roy Taylor has the contract for the work.


New mail assorting tables with compartments for the sorting out of the mail for the routes have been received at the Grass Lake post office for the use of the three rural carriers. Beginning May 15, the post office will be open for business from 6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

An interesting contest, teaching children the correct way to brush their teeth, closed recently at the Welch school, Miss Ethel Damaron, teacher. Winners were Gerald Memmer, Edna List, Pauline, Ruth and Louis Warner. Prizes of tooth brushes were awarded to the winners.


The comedy playlet “Yimmie Yonson’s Yob” presented by the Waterloo Gleaners at the high school auditorium last Friday evening was not as largely attended as would have been the case had not the weather been inclement. However, there was a fair attendance and those present enjoyed a very pleasant evening of entertainment.

Formal announcement was made this week of the sale of the Lakeside Elgin Butter Company plant of Grass Lake to the Laboratory Products Company, of Cleveland, Ohio. Numerous changes in the plant are contemplated to meet the requirements of the new concern, which promises to do much toward developing the dairy industry in this community.


The Grass Lake Economics and United States History classes enjoyed a trip to Lansing Tuesday afternoon. The first place of interest visited was the Industrial School where they were conducted to the various buildings among which were the gymnasium, manual art shop, machine shop and laundry. Here the boys do their own washing, ironing, mending, etc. There was also a bakery and kitchen where the boys’ food is prepared. Then we journeyed to M.S.C. and went through the chemistry building, Armory, Gymnasium, Library and Museum. Next the Rotunda and Museum at the Capitol were visited. There we saw many relics of war; maps, flags and stamp and money collections.

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Sawdy and children, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Sawdy and grandson, Reuben Straub, went for a motor ride to Ella Sharp Park last Sunday. There the children enjoyed seeing the buffalo at the park.

The Fronty special “Soup” owned by Wolfe Sales & Service, won second prize in a 10 mile race and third prize in a 25 miles race at Norwalk, Ohio. The track time was 31.7 and the above car made it in 32.2. Next Sunday the machine will be entered in the races in Bryon, Ohio.


A valuable horse owned by George Hagaman, Jr. of Leoni, was recently affected with lock-jaw as the result of a sliver of wood having penetrated one of its shoulders. All efforts to relieve the condition of the animal having failed, it was put to death in a humane manner. The horse was one of a matched team of grey which had been the property of Mr. Hagaman since they were colts.


San Antonio’s “Siamese Twins” Daisy and Violet Hilton, will appear at the Capitol Theatre in Jackson on May 27 for four days, They offer what is said to be the most unusual natural attraction in the world—themselves. In being born together at the base of their spines, theirs is a distinction that is without a rival. No other “Siamese Twins” are alive today. Yet these two charming, talented young girls of 17 offer more than an opportunity of viewing in them one of the strangest of human wonders. They offer song, music, dance and comedy. They prove they are not “freaks”. 

William Giltner, a former resident of Grass Lake, died at Detroit Sunday, and was buried in West Cemetery, this village, Monday. Mr. Giltner resided here for many years and had many friends in this vicinity. His brother, Henry, also a resident of this village, was killed by a falling wall during the construction of the Otsego hotel in Jackson many years ago.

The annual Cooper school reunion of District No. 8, of South Leoni, will be held Saturday, June 2.  (The former Cooper school is located on S. Portage Rd. near the intersection with Dorrel Road.)


Memorial Day was fittingly observed in Grass Lake Wednesday with the usual parade and a special service at the Federated church. While the weather man gave promise of an ideal day a downpour during the parade from the church to West cemetery and as a result those in the line of march were given a generous wetting. Dr. James King, dean of Olivet college, was the speaker of the day and music was furnished by the combined choirs of the two Grass Lake churches. The program for the day was under the direction of the Grass Lake post of the American Legion. Music during the march was furnished by the Jackson High School band. The parade was enroute to the cemetery when the rain fell. At the conclusion of the shower the program at the cemetery was carried out, the service being held at the grave of Edward Stevens, a Civil War veteran.

