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Wolfe Sales & Service  --  Used Cars  -- April 12, 1928


Because we are delivering more new Chevrolets than at any other time in our history, we are offering a number of exceptional used cars.

     Chevrolet Coach, 1928. This car has been run less than 1,000 miles, being used as a demonstrator. Has 5 good tires and is practically a new car. Pay $225 down and the balance can be handled in 12 monthly payments.

     1924 Ford Coupe. 5 tires. This car is mechanically perfect and the buyer will obtain many miles of service. Only $75 takes it.

     Chevrolet Coach, 1926. 5 balloon tires, show no wear; wood wheels; Duco finish. This car must be seen to be appreciated. Only $100 down, balance 12 monthly payments.

     1922 Ford Coupe. You wouldn’t expect as much for the price. This car has 5 good tires and is in first class mechanical condition. Bring $35 and drive it away.

     1925 Ford Pick-Up. Here is just the car for use on a farm and will give the buyer a lot of service. Has good tires and 1928 commercial license. $75 takes it.

     1922 Ford Coupe. This car isn’t much to look at but the tires on it are worth the rice of the car. Car has five tires. Pay $25 and the car is yours.

Community Gossip of 25 Years Ago  --  From The News May 15, 1903.


Francisco now has a first class ball team. Any of the neighboring teams wishing a first class drubbing will send their challenges in early.

Harry Coppernoll and family of South Fishville were guests of Chauncey Koch and family Sunday.


Nimrod Schaffer’s family of five children are all sick with the measles.


Andrew J. Murray, one of Leoni’s pioneers and esteemed citizens, died at his home in that township last Thursday morning, after an illness of about two years duration.


Milbourn A. Taylor is preparing to rebuild his residence recently destroyed by fire.


Monday H.L. Loomis received by express from Boston 50 pair of pigeons for his squab farm. He expects another consignment soon.


Sunday at midnight Alonzo F. Smith died at his home in Leoni after a long and lingering illness. Death came to him as one falls asleep and his passing away was peaceful, the members of his family being at his bedside. The deceased was born at Covert, N.Y., May 28, 1823, and at the age of two years his father died leaving a wife and seven children. When the subject of this sketch was fourteen years of age he came with his mother and family to Leoni, where he remained four years. He then returned to his old home in New York and there won and wed Miss Mary Longeoy, the faithful and beloved wife who survives him. This union was blessed with seven children, only two of whom survive their father—Mrs. E.G. Mills of Leoni, and Mrs. W.E. Thorne, of Toledo, Ohio. Mr. Smith had resided in Leoni township 66 years, being one of the oldest pioneers of that locality. He was a man of remarkable memory and was well informed upon the questions of the day. He was a good neighbor, a considerate father and friend.


A large number of fish fry, composed of pike, trout and bass were planted in Grass Lake Tuesday. A large consignment of pike was planted in Portage Lake, same day.


The motormen and conductors of the D.Y.A.A. & J railway are asking for a raise in wages. At present they receive 18 cents an hour the first three months, 20 the next two and 22 ½ for the rest of the time. If the company grants the request they will receive 22, 25 and 28 cents an hour respectively.


George Croman was born 81 years ago Monday and the occasion was celebrated by a quiet family gathering at the home of Mr. and Mrs. E.A. Croman. Miss Inez Croman was born on Mr. Croman’s birthday and she returned from Albion Saturday to be present to assist in celebrating the happy event. Mr. Croman enjoys the proud distinction of being one of that sturdy body of men who met “Under The Oaks” in Jackson 49 years ago and founded the Republican Party.

Here and There – April 12, 1928


Easter Sunday the Methodist Church, of Grass Lake, received into membership 11 preparatory members and two full members. Ten were received as members at the Mt. Hope Church, making a total of 23. Four children were baptized.


The concluding number of the Grass Lake Lyceum was given at the high school auditorium Wednesday evening, the speaker being Dr. Henry Black Burns, his subject dealing with crime and its causes. There was a fair attendance and those present felt well paid.


Effective April 16 a change will be made on rural route No. 3 delivery out of Grass Lake. The west side of McGee’s square will be dropped from the route and there will be added the square including the homes of Henry Notten, C.W. Ball, Herbert Harvey and Leonard Loveland.


An automobile in which a man and woman were riding, turned over in a ditch between the pavement and sidewalk opposite the home of F.G. Mellencamp Sunday evening. The driver of the car, whose name was not learned, stated that the steering gear had been causing some trouble and it is believed this was responsible for the accident. Neither of the occupants was injured and after the machine had been righted they continued on their journey.


The last meeting of the year of the Community Club was held Friday night, March 30, with a small attendance. The president, David Crouch, reported that the money had all been raised and the piano paid for, also the club payments on the Compton Encyclopedia have been made.

Vernon Wolfe sustained severe cuts on one arm and narrowly escaped more serious injury Friday night when a car he was driving collided with a machine carrying Sheriff Lovett of Jackson near the Zick farm west of Grass Lake. The sheriff was driving slowly westward and planned to turn into the Zick driveway preparatory to turning around. Mr. Wolfe was also driving west at a speed of about 40 miles an hour. He sounded his horn preparatory to passing the sheriff’s car but apparently the signal was not heard. The machine, carrying the Jackson official, continued to turn toward the driveway and Mr. Wolfe turned his car off the pavement in an endeavor to prevent a collision. The front wheel of the sheriff’s car caught the rear wheel of the Wolfe machine, turning the latter car over and badly damaging it. Mr. Wolfe suffered painful injuries to one arm, several stitches being required to close the wounds. Sheriff Lovell assumed the blame for the accident.


Clyde Lockwood and family spent Sunday at the Ben Scott home in Ann Arbor.


J.L. Grimes, of Leoni, is the owner of a young Jersey Guernsey cow which recently became the mother of twin calves, Mutt and Jeff. Unlike the cartoonist, Bud Fisher’s creations of the same name, the calves look so nearly alike that it is difficult to distinguish which is Mutt and which is Jeff.


Will Brooks of Mt. Pleasant had the misfortune to lose a valuable young cow last week, and on the same day his youngest daughter, Fern, met with a peculiar accident. A kernel of corn lodged in her nose. They were about ready to take her to a doctor when she succeeded in extricating it by sneezing and blowing.


The saying, “As Christmas is, so will Easter be”, proved quite true this year. We had both snow and green grass at Christmas time and it was the same on Easter.


According to the new system at the Fire Department in Jackson, Mr. Shoemaker now has 24 hours on duty then 24 hours off duty.

Sunday, Easter, was blustery day and probably some thought it was the coldest Easter on record, says H.H. Raby of Norvell, in a letter to the News. “It was a poor day, anyhow, for spring bonnets. However this may be, I have kept a daily record of the weather for many years and in looking up the matter I find that on Easter morning, April 1, 1923, the temperature was 10 above zero. The old ice had all gone out of the lakes and the day before the temperature dropped to zero and on Easter morning there was three inches of new ice and fine skating on some of the lakes. Going back farther in the records, in 1910 it was like a fine warm day in summer with the temperature around 85. May 10 of the same year witnessed a heavy frost killing all kinds of fruit and on Memorial Day snow fell.”

Car of Shingles Cache For Liquor  --  April 12, 1928


Suppose you, a good law abiding citizen, were to find several bags of liquor in your automobile or in the garage of your home. What would you do about it? Maybe you think you know just what you would do under such circumstances, but it is doubtful if you would know just what to do if the situation presented itself.

W.A. Shelly of the Shelly Lumber Yard found himself in a tangle of this kind only the liquor wasn’t in his automobile but arrived in a car load of shingles, via the railroad. R.B. O’Connor and Harlan Shelly, the latter a son of W.A. Shelly, were engaged in unloading a car of shingles that had been received from Canada when they came upon a cache of liquor in several burlap sacks near the top of the car. Mr. Shelly was in Jackson when the discovery was made and upon his return he was informed of the find by his son. Mr. Shelly was alarmed. He pictured in his mind hi-jackers, rum runners, who were using his car to smuggle their contraband into this country, and gunmen, who might stop at nothing to recover their liquor.


Mr. Shelly immediately telephoned the Mauk Lumber Company of Toledo, through whom the lumber was purchased, and asked that a representative be sent there. The representative came. Inspection of the bill of lading showed a notation that the car had been broken open at St. Paul, Minn., and 35 bundles of shingles thrown out. These shingles were replaced in the car and it was sent on its way. Mr. Shelly was advised to report the matter to the sheriff and he did so. Sheriff Lovett took charge of the liquor. Officers have been endeavoring for several days to trace the liquor but have thus far been unable to do so. It is believed it was placed in the car in Canada or at St. Paul, the rum runners planning to remove the cargo further down the line. Their plans went wrong, possibly through arrest or a mistake in the car numbers, and the shipment came through to the company to whom the shingles were consigned.

Community Doings of 44 Years Ago --  As appeared in the NEWS in 1884.


Jackson will soon be illuminated by electric lights.


About 20 temperance men, mostly Republicans, got together at the town hall at Sharon and organized a prohibition club.


John Scheffel has eighteen Brown Leghorn pullets that have well paid for their winter’s keeping. John is quite a chicken breeder, and takes pride in keeping the best. He has a few very fine Brown Leghorns, for which he paid a good round price. His eighteen pullets laid 65 eggs during January, 208 during February and 290 in March. If anyone can make a better showing than this with the same number of hens we would like to have them report.


FAULKNER—At his home in North Sharon, Sunday afternoon, March 16th, Mr. John Faulkner, in his 77th year, died. Mr. Faulkner was born in the county of Tyrone, north of Ireland, Feb. 15, 1808, where he lived in early manhood, laboring at his trade of linen weaver, till his removal to this country in 1831. He first settled in Grautz, Canada East, where he remained until 1854, coming thence to Michigan and locating at his recent home where he dwelt among his rural neighbor’s a quiet, kindly old man, beloved and respected by all who knew him.

We understand that another saloon is about to be started in this village, that a building and bondsmen have already been secured and the parties notified to come on and commence business as soon as the bonds are approved, which we are told, will come up for approval at the next meeting of the board, April 16th. We hope that the rumors are not true. If they are true, we hope that the board will refuse to grant the license. For the sake of putting a few dollars in the treasury do not allow another saloon in our quiet, pleasant village, to tempt our boys and young men. Consult the wishes of the town and the wishes of the people in this matter.

The 102 liquor dealers in Jackson county paid liquor taxes to the amount of $27,615 last year. The state was $996,213 in 1883.


About three rods of the Norvell mill dam were carried away by the high water and ice Sunday morning. A part of the cooper shop with barrels, chickens, pigs and other property went floating down the Raisin. The low water gives a good opportunity for taking fish, which chance is being improved by the men and boys.

J. Martin Rohrer Expires Suddenly  --  April 19, 1928


J. Martin Rohrer, one of the best known residents of this village, died suddenly at him home on Michigan avenue Monday evening at about 7 o’clock. No death in years has cast a more profound gloom over this village and vicinity than has the passing of this congenial man, whose friends were many.

     Mr. Rohrer had cared for the work at the Lakeside Elgin Butter Company plant as was his custom for more than 30 years. He had eaten his dinner and had been engaged in a little work in his flower garden of which he was very fond. He entered the house and was seized with a coughing spell. In response to a query from his wife he stated he was feeling all right and he seated himself in a chair. His wife was engaged in clearing the table and on returning from the kitchen she noted her husband looked peculiarly. She hastily examined him and receiving no response when she spoke, she summoned Dr. W.L. Foust. The doctor, with the aid of neighbors, carried the unconscious form and placed it on a bed, but he died without regaining consciousness. Hardening of the arteries was the immediate cause of death, apoplexy resulting from the same.
     Mr. Rohrer had not been in good health for some time and had been under the care of a physician. It was believed he was progressing favorable.

     Deceased was born in Francisco July 5, 1873, one of 12 children of Mr. and Mrs. J. Martin Rohrer. In 1883 the family moved to Grass Lake where Mr. Rohrer married Miss Frances Havens, Oct. 20, 1898. To this union two sons were born, both of whom died shortly after birth.

     He entered the employ of the Lakeside Elgin Butter Company more than 30 years ago and it was due largely to his efforts that the quality of products of that company attained a reputation known throughout southern Michigan. During the past year Mr. Rohrer had been purchasing outstanding stock of the company and at the tine of his death, it is stated, he was ready to assume the ownership of the plant.

     Deceased was active in the community, and in Masonic affairs he was particularly interested and he was a member of the blue lodge, Chapter and the O.E.S. of this village and had held the important offices in these orders. He was also a member of the Council and Commandery, of Jackson, and the Shrine of Detroit. He was a member of the Methodist Church of this village.

     Besides the widow there survive four brothers: John, J. Fred, and Paul of Grass Lake, and William of Pinconning. Also two sisters, Mrs. Bertha Worden of Grass Lake, and Pauline Rohrer of Kalamzaoo.

     At 1:30 o’clock Thursday afternoon prayer service was held from the home and services were held from the Methodist Episcopal Church, 2 p.m. The building was packed with friends of the deceased, the Boy Scouts, in which Mr. Rohrer was deeply interested, being represented, as were children from the schools. Jackson Commandery and the Grass Lake Masonic lodge acted as escort as the body was brought from the home to the church. The service at East Cemetery was in charge of the Knights Templar, and prayer was offered by Rev. Stringer.
