JULY 1916





The War Sufferers Fund       July 6


     The Rev. Charles S. Macfarland sec'y of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America writes telling us of the terrible conditions of those warring countries. It is impossible to exaggerate the imperative need of the hour. America has to come to an opportunity to help the poor unfortunates of Europe such as she has never had before. This is the time to show to the world that we are concerned with the cry of distress as well as with our commercial gains. Let us show by a liberal response to the call made last week for donations to this fund that America has not lost the Christian compassion for the suffering people of Europe. Now is the time to show that America is a good Samaritan.


     The poorest of the poor in the vicinity of Grass Lake is rich when compared with multitudes of innocent sufferers of those countries affected by the war in Europe. It is not necessary for some one person to give a sum of money such as our community can or ought to give but let each person do his little rather than one person do it all. Do not wait for another call about his matter. Make your contribution now. 


     The Secours National tells us of the pitiful efforts at reconstruction of homes, the efforts to maintain workshops, the pitiful condition of thousands of released prisoners, of over a million French and Belgian refugees, and of over seven thousand homeless children in one community.


     “In Poland 20,000 villages are now in a state of complete destruction, and that they look to no one but American for help.” What is true of the countries mentioned is true of the others. A work to the liberal soul is sufficient.





Report of Womens Christian Temperance Union Meeting       July 6


     The regular monthly meeting of the W.C.T.U. was held at the home of Mrs. Alfred Sova in this village Thursday, June 29. There was a large attendance. It being Flower Mission day and an abundance of beautiful blossoms were brought to be carried to sick and shut-in people by the flower committee.


     A very enthusiastic report from the State Convention held at Bay City was given by Mrs. A.M. Walker, our delegate. It goes without a doubt that State wide prohibition is coming to us notwithstanding our many discouragements.


     Some time was given to practicing some new rallying songs for the campaign. A matrons contest will be held in the near future at which time eight members will contest for the silver medal.





Michigan News Items      July 6, 1916


     Verne Tingley, 24 years old, an employee of the Michigan State Telephone Co., whose home was in Owosso, was electrocuted while helping to install a switchboard at the Argo Motor Co.'s factory at Jackson. 


     The board of supervisors of Jackson county voted to appropriate $1,000 a month to provide for the families of Jackson soldiers who are now training at Grayling, the families to be cared for during the time that the bread winner is at the front.


     Two weeks following his disappearance from his home the body of Edward, 7-year old son of Mr. and Mrs. John Pukowski, of Manistee, was found floating in the river near the dredge working on the new breakwater. The lad fell off a stone dock, and dragging failed to bring him to the surface. A short time after, his cap was found.


     O. Hyde, 50, of Morgan, was probably fatally injured when a motor car turned a complete somersault, hurling Hyde and four others to the ground. The other occupants of the car were not seriously hurt. The car landed right side up.


    Curl leaf is seriously affecting the peach outlook in the vicinity of Grant.


     James Frances Hammell, deputy labor commissioner and state democratic leader, died of dropsy at his home in Lansing.


     Frank A. Smith, a Troy farmer, fell into an excavation for a manhole at Rochester. One hip was broken and physicians say he may never recover the use of his leg.


     A lazy man is either defective in mind or body according to Dr. Stone, former official of Kalamazoo hospital.


     The largest class in the history of the University of Michigan was graduated last Thursday, when 1,320 degrees were granted at the annual commencement exercises in Hill auditorium.


     Mrs. Gilbert Lalan Freeland has 17 children and thinks she has broken the state record. In a letter to Gov. Ferris she asks if there is a state pension due her.


     For the first time since before the massacre over 150 years ago, soldiers occupied Fort Michilimackinac at Mackinac City. The upper peninsula troops came down on the early morning train.


     Mrs. Louis P. Hall, wife of Prof. Hall of the dentistry department of the University of Michigan, sails for France July 8, to aid in the war relief work of the American ambulance corps in Paris.


     


Personal and Local     July 6, 1916


     Clarence Wolfinger and family are planning to spend next week camping at Clear Lake.


     Prof. and Mrs. Howard Raymond  and daughter have come to spend the summer here.


     Jay Swadling has taken the contract to build four houses in Jackson to be started this week.


     Harold Clark has purchased a new Dort automobile.


     Eugene Hoofnagle is having his home on Church street reshingled.


     Bert Dowling has just finished a cottage at the Island in Grass Lake. This beautiful spot gives promise of becoming very popular.


     Miss Minnie A Updike has been spending the past week with her brother, H. F. Updike and other members of the family in this vicinity. Miss Updike has been a teacher for fifteen years in the public schools of Iron Mountain, Mich., and expects to return there for another year.


     The News is indebted to Thos. Durbin for new potatoes from his own garden. You have to get a very early start if you beat Tom.


     Mr. Gibbons, the tenant on the W.A. Shelly farm, has taken an eight year old boy from the St. Joseph home to live with them for the summer. The boy will in all probability be adopted by them later.


     The election of officers of the Reading Circle held at Mrs. Cooper's last Monday evening resulted as follows: Pres., Mrs. Ada Cooper; vice pres., Mrs. Katherine Cutler; sec'y, Miss Ella Rose; treas., Mrs. Roanna Longyear. 


     There should be a large attendance at the annual school meeting Monday night. There are a number of important subjects to be discussed. Among them are, the extension work of the school, the enlargement of the school house or building of a new and more modern structure to meet the sanitary conditions now required under the new school laws.


      Will Ray has a new Auburn automobile.


     Miss Esther Cooper is clerking at the C.E. Hookway store.


     There will be a social at the home of Adolph Siegrist Saturday evening.


     Mr. and Mrs. Will Wolfe and family spent Sunday with the Ed Wolfe family.


     Roy Raymond lost 40 young chickens Saturday night when his brooder caught fire and burned.





July 20 1916


Weather Good for Crops


     Warm, dry weather has been timely and beneficial in promoting the growth of backward crops and permitting the rapid and safe harvesting of hay and clover. Corn and beans have made splendid growth and are rapidly reaching normal conditions. Oats, potatoes and garden truck are doing well, having been much improved the last week.


     The weather has been ideal for haying, and a heavy crop is being well secured in stack and barn. Winter wheat and winter rye are in excellent condition. Wheat is turning and will soon be ready to harvest.





Jackson County Fair


     Bigger and Better Each Year is the Motto we hope to live to in conducting the Jackson County Fair. Our past two years has demonstrated this, and all indications are that 1916 will even show more improvement than other years.


     We are making strenuous efforts to increase and improve every department this year, and especially ask all local exhibitors to make their exhibits as large and good as possible that our own county and nearby territory will receive the greater benefits and advertising from our fair.


     Our Fair is an index of the prosperity, intelligence, and wealth of our community therefore should be encouraged and patronized by all who stand for bigger things in the commercial progress of our community. We have increased premiums in most all departments this year, and with a liberal patronage no doubt next year we can hope to have our equipment and construction far enough along that we can put more of our income into Premiums which are now going into construction. We had 10,000 exhibits on our grounds last year and lets make it 25,000 this year.


     We are striving hard to keep our Fair morally clean, educational in its features and departments and economical to its patrons, therefore its management sincerely hopes that any infringement of the above principles will be reported by our patrons as we stand ready at all times to regulate conditions to conform with the above rules.





The Woodhouse-Davis Nuptials


     The pleasant home of Mr. and Mrs. A.W. Davis was the scene of a very pretty wedding Saturday afternoon, July 15, when their daughter, Gertrude, was united in marriage with Glenn Woodhouse of Ann Arbor. The air was fragrant with the perfume of sweet peas with which the apartments were profusely decorated.


     The ceremony began at four o'clock with an appropriate song by Mrs. Jessie Rogers of Galesburg, Mrs. Shaler accompanying her on the piano. Lohengrin's wedding march was then played by Miss Jennie Rhoades of Ann Arbor during which Rev. Elmer Dewey of Galesburg and Robert Watt of Detroit, as best man and the groom appeared. Simultaneously the bridal procession led by the bridesmaid, Miss Wilma, sister of the bride, entered the room, followed by little Miss Virginia Rogers of Galesburg, who scattered flowers in the bride's pathway, defined by white ribbons held in place by Misses Cowden, St. John, Sova and Mellencamp, classmates of the bride. The ring bearer was little Wilma Shelly.


     The ceremony was performed in front of a bank of ferns, surmounted by a large mirror each side flanked with pedestals artistically draped in white and crowned by large cut glass urns filled with fragrant pink roses.


     The bride was gowned in white net, the waist of which was embroidered. She carried a shower bouquet of white roses and lilies of the valley. The bridesmaid wore a pink silk messaline with overdraperies of pink silk net and carried a beautiful bouquet of Ophelia roses.


     Congratulations followed the ceremony, and then delicious refreshments were served by the hostess assisted by Misses Ethel Cowden, Fadella St.John, Alma Sova, Esther Mellencamp, Helen King an Margaret Hayes. Several guests were present. The wedding gifts were many, and valuable, and included a check of fifty dollars from the bride's father and one of twenty-five from her aunt, Mrs. Flowers of Missouri.


     The bride has long been one of our most popular young ladies; she is a graduate of the Grass Lake high school, also of the Ann Arbor school of music. The past year she taught music in the Galesburg high school. The groom is a most excellent and upright young man, a civil engineer by profession and a graduate of our State university. 


     The happy couple took train that evening on their honeymoon trip which includes visits to Niagara Falls, Boston, New York and Washington D.C. Upon their return they will go to Manistique, Mich., for a three months stay, and then will take up their residence in Ann Arbor, where they will be at home to their friends.


     Guests were present from Galesburg, Comstock, Bloomingdale, Jackson, Detroit and Ann Arbor. The many friends of Mr. and Mrs. Woodhouse offer their congratulations and good wishes.





Do You Think This Is Hot?


     (Linda Note: I found this particularly interesting as my husband's grandfather, Harold Bell of Jackson, who years later became the Jackson Fire Chief, served in the National Guard. The Jackson National Guard was sent to Texas, and ventured into Mexico, under the leadership of General Pershing. The weekly Grass Lake News in 1916 had a column dedicated to Mexican War News.)


     If you think this is hot with your electric fans, daily visits by the ice wagon and proximity to a soda fountain, what do you think the militia boys down along the lower Rio Grande are thinking about their climate?


     There they have dust-storms every evening, and no electric fans; 100 to 110 degrees in the sun, and very little shade; sweaty garments that stick and itch, and nary a bath tub! If they were brought back to this comparative summer resort they'd call for their winter underwear!





Michigan News Items


     Harry MacGregor, of Kalamazoo, who stole a doctor's automobile, will spend two years at least in Jackson prison for his offense.


     Calumet & Hecla Mining company played host to 5,600 employees and their families who joined the officers in celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of the discovery of the Calumet conglomerate lode.


     Davis Ball, aged 92, one of the few surviving heroes of the Mexican war, is dead at home. He was a pioneer of Dowagiac. Ball joined the army at the age of 20, serving as a private throughout the entire conflict with Mexico. He was present at Mexico City when Santa Ana acknowledged defeat.


     Cheboygan welcomed the Eastern Michigan Pike Tourists by sending out a bunch of cars, probably more than 50, to meet the 25 cars entering the city bearing the Detroit, Bay City, Tawas, East Tawas and Alpena road workers. The entire fleet of cars, 23 in number, that let Detroit and the Federal motor truck carrying the baggage of the tourists, all finished.


     Dr. H.S. Bartholomew of the state board of health, who was sent to Hudson, Lenawee county, some days ago to investigate an epidemic of smallpox, reported that in Husdon for some time smallpox has been prevalent. He insists that the doctors have diagnosed the disease as chickenpox. He found 12 cases which still showed unmistakable signs of smallpox.


     At an earlier period in its history the crop of wild huckleberries on the plains of Kalkaska county were an important item for export, putting thousands of dollars in circulation. But for several years the weather conditions have been unfavorable, and there has been only now and then a light crop. This year, however, considerable quantities will be harvested and handling them on an extensive scale are being made.


     Preliminary plans, whereby the proposition of trading the Battle Creek hay and wood market for Michigan railway property, is to be put before the voters at a  special election August 7. If the proposition goes through, the Michigan Railway company will spend $450,000 in Battle Creek for a new terminal.


     With his two legs severed from his body by a train, Karl Dolly struggled for his life at the Receiving hospital in Detroit for four hours before he finally succumbed.


     A.A. Salmon, an overzealous evangelist, was arrested at Battle Creek for too insistently expounding his ideas of the Scriptures. His sanity is questioned.


     A fund is being raised by small contributions in a lunch counter establishment in Ann Arbor and $15 has already been subscribed to furnish tobacco for the soldiers on the Mexican border.


     By comparative estimates it was shown that the United States government appropriated $5,016,175 for investigation and prevention of diseases of animal and plant life and only $1,917,566 for investigation and prevention of diseases of man.


     Howard Hamel, aged 11, died in the Pontiac city hospital after the amputation of a leg. The boy was getting on a freight car in the Michigan Central yards at Rochester, when a switch engine backed in the car, drawing him under the wheels.


     Sixty days in the county jail, with a fine of $200 besides, is the penalty Charles Alberts must pay because he sold booze to a certain number of friends he invited to his room. Judge Weiner declared that Kalamazoo must be freed of boot-leggers, who are now engaged in breaking the liquor laws.





JULY 27 1916


Personal and Local


     Tom Campbell of Detroit is moving from Jackson to a farm near Gillett's lake.


     Dr. John Finlayson delivered an able sermon at the Congregational church Sunday morning to the pleasure of a large audience.


     Three new officers of the M. E. Sunday school were elected Sunday. Supt. Raymond Crouch; Asst. Supt. Eugene Close; Treas. Prof. A.W. Dorr.


     Miss Esther McCall of the office force of the News is taking her vacation this week.


     Mrs. W.A. Cutler is attending the Y.W.C.A. Camp meeting at Pleasant Lake.


     Correspondents, please sign your news letters so we will know where they are from.


     Emily Sophia Yeckley /Watkins has passed away. She was born at Pen Yan, New York in 1843, and came to Michigan in early childhood. She was united in marriage to Francis V. Watkins in 1863, who passed away in 1905. To this union eleven children were born, three of which have preceded her to their final resting place, leaving eight to mourn her loss. She was always a kind and loving mother and a good neighbor.


     Mr. John Hayes was quite seriously hurt Friday by the tongue of his wagon which struck him on the leg with such force as to burst a blood vessel.


     The barn on the Ben Lantis farm near Waterloo was struck by lightning and burned. Mr. Lantis lost a fine pair of black horses and 26 loads of hay.


     Miss Nina Zick, one of the popular clerks at the Cook & Feldher Co. in Jackson, is taking her vacation and will spend two weeks with friends in Traverse City, Petoskey and Pellston.


     Fred A. Mellencamp of Warsaw, Ind., who has been attending furniture conventions at Chicago and Grand Rapids stopped off at Grass Lake on his return trip and spent Sunday under the parental roof.


     Chris. Zick has been adding many improvements to his farm home this spring, chief of which was the rebuilding of his barn. He now has one of the finest looking places between here and Jackson.


     Archie Davis who has been suffering from septic sore throat and quinsy is very much improved.


     Mr. Joe Boyle who injured his foot on a piece of rusty barbed wire has been threatened with tetanus.


     Rodney Morrey, who went out a sergeant of O. F, a Grass Lake company, in the civil war, and rose to be captain of the company, died last week at his home in Ypsilanti.


     Sharon—B.F. Washburne secured 120 loads of fine hay from 48 acres, and C.C. Dorr put up 130 loads   from 50 acres, also of fine quality.


      Norvell—Grain threshing began south of the village last week.  A.J. Austin's huckleberry  


marsh was opened for the season last week Thursday. The crop is reported to be rather smaller than usual.


     John VanHorn who was recently operated on for goiter is recovering nicely and is able to be down this week.


                                               General Markets  (Separate from Grains)


     Cherries—Sour, $3@3.50 per bu.


     New Apples--$5@5.50 per bbl, $1.75@ 2 per box.


     Peaches—Texas, $1.75@ 2 per bu and $1.50@1.75 per basket crate.


     Pineapples—Florida, $4.25@4.50 per case and $2@2.25 per doz.


     California Fruits—Pears, @2.75@3; Peaches, $1.50; Plums, $2@$2.25 per box.


     Berries—Blackberries, $3 per bu; huckleberries $4-4.50 per bu; gooseberries, $2.50 to 2.75 per 24-qt. Case; black raspberries, $3 to 3.50 per bu; red raspberries, $5 to 5.25 per bu.; red currants, $3 to 3.25 per bu.


     Lettuce—60@ 65c per bu.


     Cabbage--$2.75 to 3 per bbl.


     Tomatoes--$1 to 1.10 per 8-lb box.


     Green corn--$4.25 to 4.50 per bbl.


     Celery—Kalamazoo, 18 to 25 c per doz.


     New potatoes—White, $2.75 to 2.85 per bbl.


     Onions—Spanish, $1.60 to 1.75 per box; southern, $2.50 to 3 per 100-lb box.


     Melons—Rockyfords, $4.25 to 4.50 for standard crates; watermelons, 40 for 50c each.





Caring for Chickens


     The farmer who allows his fowls to drink impure water is inviting disease into his flock. It costs but little to have earthen or iron drinking vessels, and in these the water can be kept clean and pure. Plenty of pure water should be at the disposal of the chickens at all times. It is not good enough to say there is plenty of water for them out of doors, in the horse trough or hog trough, and other places. Probably the water in these other places is foul and full of disease germs; but if the hens have no other they are forced to drink it. Don't let them do it!


     If the chicks are not doing well, examine them for lice. This is the most common ailment of young chicks.


     Growing chicks that have, during the summer, been provided with an abundance of range, shade and green food will grow much more rapidly and more evenly than those crowded into small bare yards. 


     Do not suppose that any old rooster is good enough to fertilize the eggs of your hens or that what the hen is what goes into the young bird. The rooster's potency is greater than the hen's and if you can afford only one good bird on the place, let that be the male that leads the flock.


     One decided aid to better vitality in the flocks is to never let a chick live that shows low vitality.


“Kill every weakling” should be the wide-awake poultry watchword, and never breed from a bird that is not in robust health. Indications of weakness and low vitality include the conditions of the eyes, a dull lusterless eye is a certain sign. Also, a long thin shank and thin body is another indication of weakness, and we should avoid a “crow” head—a long, thin head—that is a sure sign of lack of vitality and vigor.


     Many a fine lot of chicks six to eight weeks old is ruined by allowing them to crowd into the coops at night, thereby causing “night sweats”, which are most harmful. 








Cow Talk


     Don't begin to milk a cow with a wet tail until you have tied it.


     The cow should produce at least 200 pounds of butter fat a year in order to pay for her feed.


     The bank lends to the farmer who has acquired the good habit of getting good crops; care of his tools is an earmark of this habit.


     Dairying keeps a man right on the job the greater part of his life, but no more so than any successfully conducted business. 


     Milk from unhealthy cows is not a safe article of food even though there is no visible dirt in it.


     The milking organs of the heifers must be well developed if she makes a good cow.





     


     

















     


